
Sea ice melting



Sea ice melting is a natural consequence of the

warming of our planet. Today, sea ice is at its


lowest point in 1,500 years, with a portion the size

of South Carolina already lost.

 Depleting Arctic sea ice triggers a host of other

devastating consequences. 

Let's discover what are these...
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Lots of animals are threatened by sea ice melting

as their habitats are being destroyed.


Furthermore, the evolution of sea water

composition disrupts marine wildlife, which is the


main food of sea ice species and inahbitants



Local population



Sea ice melting disrupts many activities of the

local population, such as fishing and hunting.

It is also responsible of a major change in marine

circulation roads. 



Consequences on biodiversity



Some animals require the cool temperatures for
their day to day activities. In consequence, the

marine biodiversity will reduce and so will be the
survival of the birds and animals that are

dependent and adapted to the glacier habitats.



Oceanic currents



In the North Atlantic, water heated near the

equator travels north at the surface of the ocean

into cold, high latitudes where it becomes cooler.

As it cools, it becomes denser and, because cold

water is denser than warm water, it sinks to the

deep ocean where it travels south again. More

warm surface water flows in to take its place,


cools, sinks, and the pattern continues. 



Albedo decreasing 
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When warming weather gradually melts sea ice

over time, fewer bright surfaces are available to

reflect sunlight back into the atmosphere. More


solar energy is absorbed at the surface and ocean

temperature rises.



Water temperature increasing



Albedo decreasing involves more absorption of

solar energy.  Ocean temperatures rise and, with


thermic dilatation, sea level rises.
 This begins a cycle of warming and melting.



Weather disruptions



Hot sea surface temperature (SST) increases air

temperature, which causes a lot of weather


disruptions, such as typhoons or more intense El

Niño's episodes, and is also a cause of sea ice


melting.



Perennial sea ice



The perennial sea ice designed the part of sea ice

that is supposed to be "eternal".  But with global

warming, perennial sea ice starts to melt more


and more



Seasonnal sea ice



Seasonal sea ice is the part of sea ice that melts

every summer and regrows itself every winter.


With global warming, a larger part of sea ice

becomes seasonal every year. 


